THE AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL AWAKENING    335
respecting Common Schools up to 1838. During his Con-
necticut superintendency, too, he first suggested that
a national professional magazine be published by the
American Association for the Advancement of Education,
and when that body found itself unable from lack of
financial support to pursue such an enterprise, in 1855
he began the publication of the American Journal of
Education at his own expense. He expected at first to
run this magazine for only a limited period, but its exist-
ence was continued from time to time, until at length
thirty-one large octavo volumes, averaging about eight
hundred pages each, had been issued. The Journal was
issued by Barnard throughout a generation, except for the
brief period (1867-1870) while he was serving as the first
United States Commissioner of Education. Besides
giving nearly all his time to editing it, he sank his entire
fortune of $50,000 in its publication.
This rich treasury of material includes almost every
phase in the history of education from the earliest times
down to the latter half of the nineteenth century. It-
furnishes accounts of all contemporaneous systems in
Europe and America, reforms of the great educators,
descriptions of institutions for the professional training
of teachers, school architecture, and a large variety of other
* themes. While it is always most reliable in its treatises
upon foreign education, of even greater value is its prac-
tical grasp of educational activities in America from the
beginning. It contains the greatest collection of interest-
ing monographs upon the development of ideals and
organization in the various states, and gives the most
complete description in literature of the educational life
of a nation. Such a work proved Barnard the leading
representative of the scholarly side of the awakening.